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Chair Young, Vice Chair Ritter, Ranking Member Abdullahi, and Members of the Committee, I 
would like to take a moment to express my gratitude for the opportunity to testify in support of 
Substitute House Bill 25. 
 
My name is Brittney Henry, and I have worked as a social worker and child and family advocate 
for approximately 10 years. My professional background includes serving as a youth advocate 
with NYAP, home visiting program, and supporting the licensing of foster parents in an office-
based role. These experiences alongside my time as an AmeriCorps member were pivotal in 
shaping my real-world understanding of how child welfare and education systems impact foster 
youth and the adults who support them.   
 
That perspective now directly informs my work as the district-level point person responsible for 
ensuring support for students in foster care. In our district, we have strong internal systems in 
place where we prioritize consistency, and proactive coordination —particularly at enrollment— 
to ensure building administrators and counselors are promptly informed and that supports, 
including Best Interest Determinations, are implemented consistently. Centralizing enrollment 
communication through this role has strengthened coordination across buildings and reduced the 
likelihood that foster students fall through the cracks. Learning that policymakers are reviewing 
legislation to further strengthen programming and improve outcomes for foster students has been 
incredibly encouraging. 
 
I am excited about the proposed role of building-level point persons included in House Bill 25. 
Too often, foster students experience gaps in support—not because of a lack of care, but because 
too often caseworkers at children services and foster agencies carry extremely heavy caseloads. 
They rarely have the time to provide individualized academic planning or future-focused 
guidance. A designated school-based point person would support both caseworkers and students, 
especially at the middle and high school level, by helping students plan for long-term goals such 
as graduation, postsecondary education, and career readiness. 
 
I value the bill’s emphasis on life skills assessments. In my experience working with adults who 
have aged out of foster care, many have shared that they were never taught basic skills that are 
often learned in stable home environments. Life skills assessments help ensure students are 
prepared for adulthood—whether that means managing finances, understanding health and 
hygiene, maintaining a household, or developing independence skills that will benefit them as 
adults and potentially as parents themselves. 
 
As this bill moves forward, I would like to see further clarity and expansion in two key areas: 

 Clearer expectations around Best Interest Determinations and the responsibilities of 
involved parties 

 Greater clarity regarding the financial responsibility for transportation costs, particularly 
more expectation for costs to be shared between the district of educational responsibility, 
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the district the foster youth attends (when it is different from the district of 
responsibility.) and the child welfare agency. 
 

Substitute House Bill 25 represents an important step toward creating more consistent, equitable, 
and student-centered systems of support for foster youth. I appreciate the legislature’s attention 
to these issues and strongly support the bill’s intent to improve outcomes for students in foster 
care. I respectfully request that you vote yes on HB 25! 
 
 
 


