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Chair Young, Vice Chair Ritter, Ranking Member Abdullahi, and members of the Committee: 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony on Substitute House Bill 25. My 
name is Julia Marino, and I serve as the advocacy team leader for the Junior League of 
Columbus. 
 
I am here to testify in strong support of House Bill 25, the Fostering School Success Act. 
At the Junior League of Columbus, we support young people navigating foster care and their 
transition into adulthood. When I listen to their stories, I am consistently struck by the burdens 
they carry: family tragedy, abuse, neglect—and frequent school changes that compound their 
struggles. When a child enters foster care, the default enrollment decision is often driven by 
convenience, placing the student at whichever school is nearest to their new placement. Each 
move, however, means potential delays in enrollment, missing educational records, lost credits, 
unfamiliar teachers, and yet another disruption in a young person's life. 
 
Substitute House Bill 25 seeks to change this default approach. It establishes a statewide 
framework to ensure school stability is not left to chance. At its core, this bill provides a practical 
and compassionate solution: it designates responsible adults whose roles explicitly include 
tracking these students, coordinating across agencies, and ensuring genuine “school stability.” 
Specifically, the bill creates clear points of contact at both the district and building levels. It 
standardizes crucial procedures that often falter in practice, including enrollment, records 
transfer, best-interest determinations regarding schools of origin, transportation coordination, and 
dispute resolution. Additionally, the bill mandates training to equip designated individuals 
effectively. 
 
As this Committee has previously recognized, the challenge here often goes beyond resources—
it involves coordination. Substitute House Bill 25 directly addresses coordination by clearly 
assigning responsibilities, setting explicit expectations, and clarifying processes. In doing so, it 
establishes robust systems designed to ensure foster youth are visible and supported by teachers, 
counselors, administrators, and the adults specifically tasked with preventing them from falling 
through the cracks. 
 
Thank you again for your leadership and dedication to Ohio’s foster youth. I urge you to pass 
Substitute House Bill 25 and to consider adopting the two clarifying amendments. I would be 
happy to answer any questions. 
 


