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Chair Young, and members of the Committee: thank you for the opportunity to provide 
proponent testimony on Substitute House Bill 25 - The Fostering School Success Act. 
 
My name is Lilly Zetting. 7 years ago, I founded “Fostering Hearts” In honor of my two younger 
brothers who I was separated from after they were put into the foster care system. 
“Fostering Hearts” is a passion project I started with my heaven-sent mom to help children in 
foster care feel seen, celebrated, and loved. People call her Brittany, but I call her Mommy. 
Brittany adopted me and saved me from being tossed around in the foster system. Because of 
her, and because of my aunt, who has been a foster care caregiver and advocate. I’ve seen how 
powerful love and support can be for children without parents who guide them through their 
kindergarten through 12th grade years. 
 
I volunteer regularly, helping children impacted by the foster care system. I create birthday bags, 
fill blessing boxes, and host sock drives to provide basic items kids need, but most American 
children take for granted. 
 
I am excited for House Bill 25 because children impacted by foster care deserve stability, 
opportunity, and hope. Nationwide, 21 percent of children are affected by foster care each year, 
that’s around 7 hundred Thousand and climbing. Too many of them face barriers to education 
and success after they leave the system. 
 
I also know kids in foster care personally, and I’ve seen how hard it can be when there isn’t 
consistency. I have two younger brothers who were in foster care and lived in two different 
homes, and I haven’t seen them in over six years. I have a friend Alayja, whose mom is a foster 
parent and works in the court system. She has seen many kids struggle later in life because they 
moved homes and schools so often. I had other friends, like Bella and Winter, who had to leave 
schools they loved, even when they were doing well, because of placement changes. When kids 
lose their school, their friends, or activities they enjoy, it can make them feel overwhelmed and 
discouraged. That’s why having stability in education matters so much. 
 
I’m thankful that Ohio is trying to do better for kids in foster care. Having people in schools 
whose job is to help these students, and making sure everyone follows the same steps, can really 
help kids stay on track in school and plan for their future. 
 
House Bill 25 gives students in foster care a better chance to succeed, not just in school, but in 
life. 
 
I respectfully ask you to support House Bill 25 and vote yes. 
Thank you for your time and for caring about Ohio’s children. 
 


