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Good Afternoon Chair Young, Vice Chair Ritter, Ranking Member
Piccolantonio, and Members of the Workforce and Higher Education
Committee. Thank you for allowing Representative Jarrells and I to
speak again on House Bill 25.

The new version of House Bill 25 that was just accepted makes
many substantial improvements to the original bill language. This new
version requires state education and youth-serving agencies to work
together to share best practices and post public resources that help local
partners better support students in foster care. The Chancellor will be
required to make available the information about any scholarship
opportunities for students in foster care for each state institute of higher
education. Requires the Department and every school district to not only
support and designate liaisons for these students but to train and require
training every year for the liaisons. This bill will help bridge the gap
between the students and families and the schools they plan to attend.
While all these changes may seem small in a way, they have been
produced to help give students of foster care the best chance possible.

I want to stress our appreciation of Chair Young’s hours of work on
this bill, the entire committee’s dedication to the spirit of the bill, and to
the Foster Kids whose stories of their experiences moved everyone.
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Thank you again for allowing Representative Jarrells and I speak
on House Bill 25. We would be happy to answer any questions the
committee may have.



