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Chair Young, Vice Chair Ritter, Ranking Member Abdullahi, and members of the House
Workforce and Higher Education Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide written
testimony in support of House Bill 644.

My name is Jordan Sas, | am 22 and live in North Ridgeville, Ohio. I’'m a graduate of Lorain
County Community College, where | was part of the SAIL (Students Accelerating in Learning)
program. Additionally, | earned a bachelor’s degree from Kent State University through LCCC’s
University Partnership program. | am currently enrolled in a master’s degree program through
Kent State University — and all this was possible in part because of the foundation and support |
received at LCCC and through the SAIL program.

Growing up in a single-parent household, | always knew that finances would play a big role in
my college decision. My mom and | had a lot of conversations about college, and while |
understood how important it was, | also knew going straight to a traditional four-year university
wasn’t realistic for me. Because of that, | knew early on that | would need to find a path that
made sense financially while still allowing me to reach my goals. During high school, | took
College Credit Plus classes at Lorain County Community College, which helped me get
comfortable with college-level work and introduced me to new opportunities. Through that
experience, | learned about the University Partnership program, which allows students to earn
a bachelor’s degree from a university like Kent State while staying at LCCC for a much lower
cost. That ended up being the perfect fit for me.

| majored in business administration through the university partnership with Kent State
University. | chose this field because I've always been interested in how businesses operate and
grow, and | wanted a degree that would give me flexibility in my career. | got connected to the
SAIL program through LCCC, and it became one of the most important parts of my college
experience. SAIL provided me with support in multiple ways, including academic advising,
financial assistance, and overall guidance throughout my time in school. Programs like gas and
grocery support, along with book assistance, made a real difference in helping me stay focused
on my education.

One specific moment where SAIL made a difference for me was during times when | felt
overwhelmed balancing school, work, and everything else going on in my life. Instead of falling
behind, | had support to help me create a plan and stay on track. Having someone to go to
during those moments made a huge difference and helped me keep moving forward. My SAIL
advisor, Whitney Hougland, played a big role in my journey. She was always supportive,



encouraging, and willing to help whenever | needed it. Knowing | had someone in my corner
who genuinely cared about my success gave me a lot of confidence and motivation.

Throughout college, | faced challenges like financial stress and managing multiple
responsibilities at once. There were definitely times where things felt overwhelming, but |
stayed focused on my long-term goals and reminded myself why | started. | wanted to build a
better future for myself, and that kept me going. Without the SAIL program, my college
experience would have been much more difficult. | likely would have struggled more with
staying on track and managing everything on my own. SAIL gave me the structure, support, and
confidence | needed to succeed.

| graduated with my bachelor of business administration from Kent State University in May
2025 and also earned two associate degrees from LCCC. | am currently pursuing my Master of
Business Administration at Kent State University. Alongside school, | have been working as an
accounts receivable clerk at Shurtape Technologies, where I've gained real-world experience in
finance and accounting. My goal moving forward is to continue growing in the business field
and to build financial stability for myself and my family.



