
March 23, 2026

Representative Tom Young
Chair, House Workforce and Higher Education Committee
Ohio House of Representatives
1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215

Dear Chairman Young:

My
Chamber of Commerce. As you may know, for over 133 years, the Ohio Chamber has served as 

Ohio. Our mission is to aggressively champion free enterprise, economic competitiveness, and 
growth for the benefit of all Ohioans. As part of our mission, we seek to make Ohio the best 
place in the country for businesses to operate and grow.

I write in support of House Bill 644, which establishes an evidence-based innovation fund to be 
managed by the Ohio Department of Higher Education. Competitive grants would be awarded 
from this fund to student success programs that 
university, a community college, or a technical college, increase academic achievement and 
improve students outcomes.

As you know, 
workforce. 
achieve that objective for decades. We support that mission, and agree with the bill sponsor, 
Representative Manning, that rewarding successful programs and encouraging collaboration will 
help Ohio students earn degrees and credentials that lead to opportunity and economic mobility.

We want to thank Representative Manning for her work on this legislation. We support 
innovative approaches to increase student achievement and success, and believe that
incentivizing the best practices that are accomplishing that objective through competitive grants 
is straightforward and practical policy. We look forward to working with you and the General 
Assembly to accomplish this goal.

Thank you again for the opportunity to provide support for House Bill 644.

Best,

Justin Barnes
Vice President, Government Affairs
Ohio Chamber of Commerce


