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Chair Young, Vice Chair Ritter, Ranking Member Abdullahi, and members of the House Workforce and
Higher Education Committee, thank you for the opportunity to submit proponent testimony on House Bill
319.

University Hospitals (UH) is a Cleveland-based super regional health system that serves approximately 1
million patients annually across 16 counties in Northeast Ohio, with more than 32,000 caregivers. The
system includes 21 hospitals, along with a broad network of outpatient facilities and physician offices.
University Hospitals is committed to strengthening the health of our communities by delivering high
quality care, advancing innovation, and training the next generation of healthcare professionals.

University Hospitals deeply values its longstanding partnership with Ohio’s public medical schools.
Together, we share a vital mission to educate and retain the next generation of physicians who will serve
our communities and strengthen healthcare across our state. A key example of this commitment is our
affiliation with Northeast Ohio Medical University (NEOMED), which has grown significantly since its
inception and reflects our shared goal of developing a strong, well trained healthcare workforce and
expanding care for underserved communities across Northeast Ohio.

A cornerstone of this partnership is the clinical education Ohio medical students receive within our
hospitals. This hands on training is indispensable to their development as physicians and directly supports
Ohio’s goal of maintaining a strong and stable physician workforce. Our collaboration creates mutual
benefit by advancing the universities’ educational mission, enriching the clinical environment for
caregivers and patients, and preparing future physicians who are committed to practicing in Ohio.

However, the financial landscape for clinical education has become increasingly unsustainable. Like all
healthcare providers, we face mounting fiscal pressures. Clinical teaching subsidies provided by Ohio’s
public medical schools, which are funded through state appropriations, are essential to offset the
substantial costs associated with medical education, including supervising physicians, administrative
infrastructure, and integration with patient care. Unfortunately, these subsidies have not kept pace with
inflation and lag behind what institutions in other states offer, placing Ohio at a competitive disadvantage
in securing clinical training opportunities.

Current funding allocations have also created regional disparities that disadvantage certain hospitals and
medical institutions. Enhancing and equalizing clinical education funding is not only important to the
financial stability of Ohio’s hospitals, but it is also a strategic investment in Ohio’s healthcare future.
Appropriate funding ensures that taxpayer dollars directly benefit Ohioans through improved care,
stronger educational programs, and a robust physician workforce trained and retained in our state.

On behalf of those who teach, mentor, and prepare Ohio’s future physicians, University Hospitals
respectfully urges the Committee’s support for House Bill 319.
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Thank you Chairman, Vice-Chair, Ranking Member, and members of the Committee for your time and
consideration.

Sincerely,
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Daniel | Simon, MD, FACC, FAHA, FSCAI

President, Academic & External Affairs and Chief Scientific Officer
Ernie and Patti Novak Distinguished Chair in Health Care Leadership
University Hospitals Health System



