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I’m Corey Utterback, a resident of North Canton, Ohio, in Stark County.  I’d like to thank the 
committee for this hearing, and for extending this opportunity to contribute to the discussion about 
the Governor’s Merit Scholarship (GMS) - offered through the Ohio Department of Education.  
 

I have a graduating high school senior this year, my oldest.  As she began to look at schools more 
closely last summer, we were aware of the GMS.  Obviously, it is a fantastic award for high 
achieving students in Ohio, and capitalizes on research showing that college students often settle 
in their original home regions, or near the region of their undergraduate studies. It’s a strong bet on 
Ohio’s top demonstrated students settling long term in Ohio.  
 

I think we could largely agree that over 30, 50, or 70+ years - financial aid offices within colleges 
and universities have become… more sophisticated.  The revenues and ramifications of tuition 
have exponentially increased over the decades; and with sophistication comes strategy and the 
definition of strategy is to serve an interested outcome.   
 

My concern is that colleges, when they are aware that students have external, non institutional 
scholarships, may adjust downward, their institutional support/allowance for any given student.   
 

Let’s say a particular profile of student, without any external scholarship, would need to pay 
$21,000 for tuition/room/board at College X according to College X’s package formula.  If that 
student then or concurrently receives a $5,000 Governor’s Merit Scholarship, and College X is 
aware of it, does it affect what will/would be the institutional support from College X.  In other 
words, would the student still pay $21,000, where the GMS’s $5,000 essentially replaces $5,000 of 
the institutional support.  
 

To me, that is not the student benefitting from the GMS.  That wholly benefits the institution.  
 

As you can surmise, I generally believe that the awards earned by students externally should not 
affect offers from institutions.  In the case of the Ohio Governor’s Merit Scholarship - that ethic 
should run much more deeply, because of the obvious tax basis of government holdings where 
this incentive is meant wholly for the student. It seems antithetical to the spirit of the award for its 
monies to act simply as a replacement of what could have been institutional awards.   
 
It was argued to me - that the Institution might be adjusting its award relative to formulas for 
expected family/student contributions, relative to the FAFSA. However, I reminded that voice, that 
this award is called the Governor’s Merit Scholarship. A vast majority of other scholarships are 
financially based - and that is the prerogative of the scholarship givers - but this is not. 
 

I fear that without a greater confidentiality of award, and/or certainty that colleges will not tend 
toward institutional dollar replacement; and without penalties for doing so - that colleges may feel 
more safe to engage in this kind of “shell game”.  
 

The reason why I contacted a state representative’s office in the first place - was that I was told by 
friends in higher education that different aid offices have different ways of formulating institutional 
aid relative to external scholarships and even relative to the GMS. It’s difficult to know, and without 
whistleblowing, nearly impossible to prove if this is happening and to what degree.   
 

Financial Aid Offices are expected to commit to ethical expectations of The National Association of 
Student Financial Aid Administrators. https://www.nasfaa.org/statement_of_ethical_principles 
Those expectations combined with government oversight, can ensure fairness to recipients.  
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