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Chair Young, Vice Chair Ritter, Ranking Member Abdullahi, and members of the House Workforce and 

Higher Education Committee, thank you for the opportunity present testimony in support of HB 793. I am 

Cassie B. Barlow, Colonel (retired), United States Air Force. I am also the President at the Strategic Ohio 

Council for Higher Education (SOCHE). SOCHE is a higher education consortium that brings together 

colleges, universities, industry, and community partners to strengthen Ohio’s workforce and create 

opportunities for students throughout our state.  

 

I write in support of HB 793 for multiple reasons. First, HB 793 helps ensure that Ohio’s Governor’s Merit 

Scholarship Program achieves its intended purpose. The scholarship was created to recognize and reward 

some of Ohio’s highest-achieving students. When merit scholarship awards result in reductions to 

institutional financial aid, the value of that recognition can be diminished. This bill helps ensure that 

students can fully benefit from the scholarships they have earned while still preventing financial aid awards 

from exceeding the total cost of attendance.  

 

Second, Ohio is competing with other states for talent, and we know that our future economic success 

depends on our ability to attract, retain, and develop a highly skilled workforce. At a time when employers 

across Ohio continue to face workforce shortages it is more important than ever that we create pathways 

that encourage talented students to pursue their education and careers here in our state.  

 

Third, students who attend college in Ohio are more likely to build careers in Ohio, contribute to Ohio 

businesses, and become long-term members of our communities. By helping students better understand the 

true cost of attendance and ensuring that merit-based financial aid remains meaningful, HB 793 strengthens 

Ohio’s efforts to retain top talent and grow the state’s workforce pipeline.  

 

At SOCHE, we work every day with higher education institutions and employers that are focused on 

preparing the next generation of Ohio’s workforce. We frequently hear from employers who need more 

engineers, healthcare professionals, educators, cybersecurity specialists, skilled technicians, and other 

highly trained workers. Meeting those workforce needs will require Ohio to continue investing in students 

and creating an environment where educational attainment is both understandable and affordable.  

 

HB 793 supports those goals by increasing transparency, rewarding academic achievement, and helping 

Ohio’s institutions remain competitive in attracting and retaining highly talented students. These are 

important steps toward strengthening Ohio’s talent pool and ensuring our state has the workforce necessary 

to compete and thrive in the years ahead.  

 

Chair Young, Vice Chair Ritter, Ranking Member Abdullahi, and members of the Committee, thank you 

for the opportunity to present testimony in support of HB 793.  

 


