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Thank you, Chairman Young, and members of the House Workforce and Higher Education Committee, for
allowing AICUO to submit written testimony on behalf of Ohio’s independent, non-profit colleges and
universities in support of House Bill (HB) 793.

The Association of Independent Colleges and Universities of Ohio (AICUO) represents 49 nonprofit colleges
and universities across Ohio. Our membership spans all regions of the state and includes research
universities, liberal arts colleges, comprehensive universities, single-focus institutions, and religiously
affiliated colleges. Collectively, AICUO members educate over 116,000 students annually and award one-
third of the state’s baccalaureate degrees.

HB 793, sponsored by Representative Thomas, seeks to provide predictable guidance on how institutions
calculate the cost of attendance. As students navigate financial aid and college financing decisions, clear and
comparable information is essential to helping students and families plan effectively, compare options
confidently, and choose the institution that best aligns with their academic, personal, and financial goals.

By 2028, nearly 58 percent of Ohio’s projected job growth will be in occupations requiring a bachelor’s

degree. Ensuring students have access to information about college costs can help reduce barriers to
enrollment and support Ohio’s workforce development goals.

Job Opportunities are Increasing for Bachelor’s Degree Holders
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AICUO institutions remain deeply committed to affordability and student success. On average, our
institutions provide more than $30,000 in institutional aid to undergraduate students each year, helping to
reduce costs and expand educational opportunities. We support efforts that improve students’ understanding
of the financial commitment associated with higher education while preserving flexibility for institutions to
meet the unique needs of their students.

Independents Are Generous, Consistent With Financial Aid

The percent of first-time, full-time students awarded financial
aid from Ohio independent and public four-year institutions
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AICUO appreciates the opportunity to provide testimony in support of HB 793 and applauds Representative
Thomas and this committee for their leadership in advancing this effort.



