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HB 848 — HBCU Month

Chair Young, Vice Chair Ritter, Ranking Member Abdullahi, and members of the Workforce
and Higher Education Committee, thank you for allowing us to provide sponsor testimony
on House Bill 848, which will designate the month of September as “Celebrate HBCU
Month.”

House Bill 848 is about recognizing educational excellence, leadership, and the
extraordinary impact Historically Black Colleges and Universities continue to have on Ohio
and this nation.

Here in Ohio, we are home to two historic institutions with rich and proud legacies: Central
State University and Wilberforce University.

These institutions have helped shape generations of teachers, military leaders, engineers,
entrepreneurs, scientists, clergy members, public servants, and business professionals who
have strengthened communities not only across Ohio, but across the country.

Their graduates are working in our hospitals.

They are serving in our schools.

They are leading businesses.

They are practicing law.

They are serving in government.

They are caring for families and helping drive our economy forward every single day.

And despite often operating with fewer financial resources than many larger institutions,
HBCUs continue to outperform expectations in producing Black professionals in critical
workforce sectors nationwide.

HBCUs produce a disproportionate share of Black doctors, attorneys, engineers, and
educators in the United States. Many Black professionals throughout Ohio, including
physicians, judges, lawyers, educators, pastors, military officers, and civic leaders, proudly
point to an HBCU as foundational to both their identity and their success.

That legacy matters. And it deserves to be recognized.

House Bill 848 simply designates the month of September as “Celebrate HBCU Month” in
Ohio. But the significance of this legislation extends far beyond a designation on a calendar.
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This bill creates an opportunity for Ohio to intentionally highlight institutions that have
contributed tremendously to workforce development, higher education, economic mobility,
and leadership formation for generations.

At a time when many industries are facing workforce shortages, from healthcare to
education to STEM fields, it is important that we continue uplifting institutions with long-
standing records of producing talented and capable graduates prepared to contribute to
society.

And for many students, HBCUs do more than provide degrees. They provide mentorship.
They provide community. They provide confidence. They provide environments where
students are challenged to lead, excel, and believe in their ability to succeed.

That impact cannot always be measured in enrollment reports or graduation statistics alone.
You see it in the generations of successful alumni who continue giving back to their
communities and mentoring the next generation of leaders.

Members of the committee, I also believe this legislation sends an important message to
young people across Ohio.

It tells students that excellence can come from many places.

It tells students that history and achievement deserve to be honored.

And it reminds all of us that education remains one of the strongest pathways to
opportunity, upward mobility, and service.

This bill is bipartisan because recognizing excellence matters. And celebrating schools that
have helped produce generations of leaders, professionals, and public servants matters.

Chair Young, Vice Chair Ritter, Ranking Member Abdullahi, and members of the General
Workforce and Higher Education Committee, thank you again for the opportunity to
provide sponsor testimony on House Bill 848.

At this time, I will turn it over to my joint sponsor, Representative White.

Thank you.
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