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Testimony in Support of Ohio House Bill 393
Senate Addiction and Community Revitalization Committee 

Community Medical Services 

Chair Landis, Vice Chair Johnson, Ranking Member Blackshear, and members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of House Bill 393. Community Medical Services 
(“CMS”) provides evidence-based medication-assisted treatment and supportive services to individuals 
with opioid use disorder. CMS also serves as the State’s provider of medication assisted treatment in 
Ohio’s prison system, in a program also works to connect individuals leaving incarceration with 
continuing treatment options. 

We were supportive of S.B. 198 of the 135th General Assembly sponsored by Senator Lang and Senator 
Manning to establish a program with the Department of Rehabilitation and Corrections that provides 
inmates with state identification cards upon their release, and support the extension of that measure to 
Community-Based and District Community-Based Correctional Facilities and Programs proposed under 
H.B. 393. 

A state identification card is essential for accessing the most basic elements of stability. Without 
identification, individuals cannot enroll in Medicaid, verify insurance coverage, access healthcare, 
coordinate transportation, or secure housing and employment. These needs arise immediately, often 
within the first 24 to 72 hours after release, a period when the risk of relapse and potential overdose is at 
its highest. Ensuring that individuals leave correctional settings with identification is therefore a critical, 
lifesaving measure. H.B. 393 will enable individuals to transition smoothly into care upon release, 
improving health outcomes and supporting immediate stabilization.

The modest administrative cost of providing the identification card application is far outweighed by the 
benefits. Improved continuity of care reduces relapse and overdose, lowers emergency service use, 
decreases jail readmissions, and supports long-term self-sufficiency. For treatment providers like CMS, 
this legislation also streamlines care coordination and eliminates avoidable delays that would otherwise 
hinder access to treatment. It also eliminates staff time spent on helping clients with this process. 

CMS respectfully urges the Committee’s support for House Bill 393. Ensuring that individuals leave all 
correctional settings with a valid state ID is a simple, practical, and impactful reform.

Thank you. 

Sincerely,

Lesley Wimmer
Director of Government Relations 
Community Medical Services


