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Chair Landis, Vice Chair Johnson, Ranking Member Blackshear, and members of the 

committee—thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on HB 58, a bipartisan 

bill that passed the House unanimously to raise the standard of care in recovery housing. 

There are many examples of bad actors across Ohio. But I want to tell you about one person. 

On a random inspection in Portsmouth, the Ohio Department of Behavioral Health met a man—

I’ll call him Tom. 

Tom is from northern Ohio. He struggled with opioid addiction, and a court ordered him into 

recovery. But instead of being placed near home, he was dropped off four hours away in rural 

southern Ohio. 

No car, no family, no job, no way home. 

When the state entered the recovery house, they found too many bunk beds, a door hanging off 

its hinges, dog feces on the floor—and one resident keeping a rat as a pet. 

And Tom quietly pulled someone aside and said: “Please… I want to leave. I just don’t know 

how.” 

That stayed with me. Tom wasn’t failing recovery. Recovery was failing Tom. 

HB 58 builds on the work first started by Senator Johnson. Before that work, we didn’t even 

know where recovery houses were located. And if you want to fix a problem, you have to see it 

first. This bill takes the next step. 

It cracks down on kickbacks that lure vulnerable people into unsafe housing. 

 

It gives local prosecutors the tools to shut down bad actors quickly. It requires the Department of 

Behavioral Health to set clear, enforceable standards. And it ensures that when someone is sent 



 

away for treatment, they’re not abandoned without a way home. Because recovery should be a 

path forward—not a dead end in a place you don’t know, with no way out. 

 

HB 58 is about accountability. It’s about dignity. And it’s about making sure what happened to 

Tom doesn’t happen again. 

 

Thank you, and I’m happy to answer any questions 

 


