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HB 58 - Senate Remarks 

Chair Landis, Vice Chair Johnson, Ranking Member Blackshear, and members of the 

Addiction and Community Revitalization Committee, thank you for the opportunity to 

provide sponsor testimony on House Bill 58. 

I am proud to join my colleague, Representative Pizzulli, in bringing this legislation before 

you. This is a bipartisan bill that passed the House unanimously, and it reflects months of 

intentional work, listening, and refinement to get this right. 

Because at its core, this bill is about people. 

It is about making sure that when someone makes the courageous decision to pursue 

recovery, the system they step into meets them with structure, safety, and support, not 

confusion, neglect, or exploitation. 

And I want to take a moment to thank Vice Chair Johnson for your continued leadership on 

this issue, especially through your work on Senate Bill 138. That legislation was a critical 

step forward in bringing accountability to recovery housing by requiring registration and 

creating consequences for those who operate outside the law. House Bill 58 builds on that 

foundation. 

While drafting House Bill 58, we heard from families. We heard from providers doing this 

work the right way. We heard from communities carrying the weight of a system that, in too 

many cases, lacked consistency and accountability. And we worked to build a bill that 

reflects all of that input. 

This legislation establishes a centralized, transparent list of recovery housing operators so 

that Ohio has one consistent record of where these homes exist and who is responsible for 

them. 

It creates an ombudsman program so individuals in recovery have an advocate, someone 

who can walk with them through the complaint process and ensure their voice is not lost in 

the system. 

  

It forms a task force to examine how recovery housing resources are distributed across our 

state, so we can ensure that access is not only available, but equitable, effective, and 

accountable to the communities we serve. 
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It clarifies transportation responsibilities, making it clear that when courts refer individuals 

to treatment, there is a shared responsibility to ensure they are not left stranded, 

disconnected, or abandoned. 

It authorizes civil penalties so that when bad actors exploit vulnerable people, communities 

are not forced to wait. They can act. 

It strengthens communication between Ohio Department of Behavioral Health, ADAMHS 

boards, and certifying bodies so that complaints are not lost, delayed, or ignored, but 

handled swiftly and consistently. 

And it requires clear administrative rules that define how investigations are conducted and 

how discipline is carried out, bringing structure and predictability to enforcement. 

These reforms are practical. They are measured. And they are necessary. 

They protect individuals in recovery, people who are doing the hard, daily work of 

reclaiming their lives. 

They give families peace of mind, knowing that when their loved one enters a recovery 

home, they are entering a place of care, not uncertainty. 

And they support the many ethical providers across Ohio who have been asking for stronger 

guardrails, because they know that the integrity of this work matters. 

I want to thank Chairman Click for his leadership, the Community Revitalization Committee 

for its unanimous support, and the advocates and stakeholders who helped shape this 

legislation every step of the way. 

Chair Landis, Vice Chair Johnson, Ranking Member Blackshear, and members of the 

committee, thank you allowing us to provide sponsor testimony on House Bill 58. This bill 

truly reflects what is possible when we build on strong foundations, listen with intention, 

and center those who are on the journey towards recovery. 

We’re happy to answer any questions you may have at this time. 

 

 


