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Chair Landis, Vice Chair Johnson, Ranking Member Blackshear, and members of the Senate Addiction and
Community Revitalization Committee thank you for the opportunity to offer proponent testimony on HB 58 —
a legislative measure forged through compromise, discussion, and good will by many interested parties.

| am Teresa Lampl, CEO of the Ohio Council of Behavioral Health and Family Services Providers (the Ohio
Council). The Ohio Council is a statewide trade and advocacy association representing over 170 private
businesses that employ nearly 40,000 people and provide services to approximately 2.5 million Ohioans from
all walks of life. Our members are nationally accredited and state certified organizations that strive to offer
high-quality prevention, mental health and substance use treatment, crisis intervention, and recovery
supports in all corners of the state. Some of our member organizations offer recovery housing as part of their
continuum of care service array —and many more refer clients and individuals to other recovery housing
residences as part of an individual’s person-centered care and transition plan.

| want to thank the sponsors of this bill, Representatives Pizzulli and Jarrells, for their efforts in examining
the recently implemented system of quality standards, certification, and regulatory oversight for recovery
housing residences in Ohio. The policy and regulatory updates made in HB 58 will prioritize transparency and
streamline communications; strengthen local enforcement authority; and enhance the recovery residences
certification standards process generally. Importantly, HB 58 also focuses on the needs of the residents and
community interests so that recovery housing can be a sustainable and safe recovery support for many
Ohioans seeking such an environment as part of their recovery journey.

The Ohio Council also appreciates the efforts of Chair Landis and Senator Johnson for their leadership and
efforts on SB 138. Indeed, the Ohio Council continues to support efforts to impose sanctions on entities
operating recovery housing residences without the proper certification or accreditation. We understand
some operators are deliberately ignoring the recently implemented recovery housing standards, thus
damaging the reputation of the entire recovery housing industry. HB 58 along with SB 138 will equip law
enforcement and regulators with the tools to hold these violators accountable. No doubt, bringing attention
to this critical recovery support will facilitate greater awareness and understanding of the potential for
recovery housing — and | might add, raise awareness for any recovery housing residences not operating in a
manner consistent with the new requirements.

In conclusion, the Ohio Council strongly supports HB 58 and encourages the committee to advance this
measure forward through the legislative process. Thank you again for the opportunity to submit this written
testimony.
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