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Chairman Landis, Vice Chair Johnson, Ranking Member Blackshear, and members of the Senate
Addiction and Community Revitalization Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide
proponent testimony on House Bill 58. My name is Pam Johnson, and I am the Director of The
Recovery Council which serves Highland, Pike, and Ross counties. However, this testimony is
on behalf of the Ohio Alliance of Recovery Providers (OARP), where I serve as an Executive
Officer. OARP represents addiction treatment providers across the state, all certified by the Ohio
Department of Behavioral Health. Our mission is to expand access to treatment and develop a
comprehensive recovery-oriented system of care for all Ohioans.

Since we last testified on this bill, which would have been May 2025 over in the House
Community Revitalization Committee, [ am happy to report that through many conversations,
interested party meetings, and collaboration between all stakeholders, OARP has moved to a
proponent position on HB 58 with the adoption of substitute bill 0402-5. This is in no small part
due to Representative Pizzulli’s and Representative Jarrells’ willingness to persistently come
back to the table with solutions that worked for everyone, and we are grateful for their
cooperation and leadership on these issues.

If this version of HB 58 is enacted, we believe the recovery housing community will be better for
it, and especially for those in treatment. This bill will create a centralized list of recovery housing
operators in Ohio, maintained by the Department of Behavioral Health, which will help promote
transparency and oversight. Additionally, the Ohio Recovery Housing Task Force will be created
to examine the recovery housing landscape, including referral practices to recovery housing and
strategies to ensure that recovery housing resources are distributed equitably throughout the
state. OARP will be a member of that task force, and we look forward to continuing the
conversation. While we know that recovery housing is not reimbursable by Medicaid because it
is simply housing and not heath care, we support HB 58 echoing federal law by prohibiting any
form of kickback for making referrals involving recovery housing residences in the case of
services covered by a health benefit plan or Medicaid. To help speed up the investigation
process, the bill will establish a process for seeking injunctions against violators that begins with
local prosecuting attorneys rather than the Attorney General. Local ADAMH boards will also be
allowed to participate in the investigations, which is logical since they are often the first to hear
complaints and they are most familiar with the providers in their service territories.



We appreciate the opportunity to share our updated position on HB 58, a bill we are proud to
support moving forward. Thank you very much for your time and consideration on this important
matter.
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