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Chair Landis, Vice Chair Johnson, Ranking Member Blackshear, and members of the Addiction
and Community Revitalization Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide written proponent testimony. My name is Mircea Handru. I am
the Executive Director of the Mental Health and Recovery Services Board of Seneca, Ottawa, Sandusky and
Wyandot Counties. I have been the Executive Director for the past 10 years, working on various local
behavioral health programs and services at the local level. Throughout the past 10 years, I have worked
closely with many state legislators to implement changes to the local behavioral health system. For
example, in Seneca County, we implemented the first multi-jurisdictional drug recovery docket in Ohio,
which was not allowed without legislative action. Four years ago, our board district expanded from a three-
county district board to a four-county district board. This unique expansion needed legislative action as
Ohio law didn’t have regulations in place pertaining to expanding a board district. In all my work, I realized
the importance of working for the benefit of the local community; the importance of working closely with
local stakeholders and elected officials; and ensuring that local needs and priorities are heard by our state
legislators. In my discussions with various state agencies or legislators, I always mention that I work for
the interest of my local district and not for the interests of a state agency or a state association. This is true
regarding this written testimony.

Sub. H.B. 58 is targeting changes specific to recovery house services in Ohio. While the earlier version of
this bill had more “meat on the bone” than the current version, it is still good legislation for recovery
housing services and community addiction service providers’ requirements.

The current recovery housing process in Ohio needs restructuring. The Ohio Department of Behavioral
Health (DBH) contracts with Ohio Recovery Housing (ORH) to implement practices for various levels of
recovery housing services in Ohio and to certify recovery homes. The current process has created another
level of bureaucracy that is unnecessary at the cost of Ohio’s taxpayers. DBH certifies all other behavioral
health services in Ohio, including mental health housing services. The only exception is recovery housing
services. I do agree that agencies seeking to be certified by DBH must have a national accreditation. In
this case it will be National Alliance for Recovery Residences and ORH as their Ohio affiliate. DBH shall
certify recovery housing residences in Ohio. Sub. H.B. 58 is making this necessary change.

Additionally, there is a lack of knowledge at the state level to identify all recovery residences in Ohio. The
information provided at the local level for the past few years has been incorrect and didn’t capture all
facilities across Ohio. Sub. H.B 58 requires DBH to maintain a registry of recovery housing residences,
which I strongly support.

ADAMHS boards should participate to investigate complaints at the local level. Sub. H.B. 58 is requires
DBH to permit ADAMHS boards to participate in investigations. There isn’t a body more vested to ensure
quality services and compliance than the local ADAMHS boards. We work and live in the local community
and receive support from the community in local property taxes. Local ADAMHS boards have a reputation
that is of the utmost importance. We need to work with local community stakeholders for the best interests
of our residents. When there is an issue at any of these homes or facilities, local stakeholders call one
entity: the local ADAMHS board.




Lastly, the state must enforce and monitor kickbacks. This legislation prohibits any form or kickback for
making referrals involving recovery housing residences. While this legislation will prohibit such practices,
only time will tell how well this part of the legislation will be enforced.

I support Sub. H.B. 58 and thank both Representative Pizzulli and Representative Jarrells for their efforts
to control and set expectations for the recovery housing system in Ohio. Thank you for allowing me to
submit my written testimony.

Sincerely,

Mircea Handru, MBA
Executive Director
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