
Chairman Schaffer, Vice Chairman Koehler, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson and 

members of the Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee.  I thank you for 

the opportunity to provide testimony on SB329, the Bill to ban spreading waste from the 

oilfields on roads.

My name is Tom McKnight and I am a resident of Tuscarawas County Ohio.  I 

spent a few years hauling brine and working on oilfield pads in the Marcellas Play.  The 

presence of radioactive materials was down played during my employment in this 

industry.  I routinely had wetted hands and worked around the hose hook ups at the 

trucks and tanks during my daily chores.  I would routinely sit at the back of the truck 

snacking or eating my lunches while I loaded brine, and I sure wasn’t worried about 

what I thought was just a little "salt water.”  Had I known the hazards and been provided 

proper training and equipment, I most certainly would not have handled brine with such 

disregard. 

As it turned out in 2019 doctors discovered that I had developed cancer.  The 

cancer is Thymoma, a type of lung cancer.  Since then, I have had 4 major operations 

and very well could be looking at my fifth shortly.  But that is not why I am here today.  

Today I am here to urge you to consider passing SB329 to keep your constituents, 

neighbors, friends and family members safe from the possibility of them being 

poisoned.  The oilfield brine being spread on the roadways has been found to contain 

radiation at levels  many times the rates that our own state has determined to be 

unsafe.  Each time the roads have this Radioactive brine water spread the amount will 



accumulate, these roads run through neighborhoods and farmland.  Emergency 

workers, construction workers, law enforcement, even kids standing by the road waiting 

for a bus all have the opportunity to breathe in the dust when the wind blows or vehicles 

drive by.  Livestock grazing, crops and vegetables will all be dosed with the radioactive 

dust.  The brine that runs off is going to continue to contaminate our water supply and 

affect every ecosystem that it enters.  

I am no scientist, or researcher, they know all the details and you will hear all 

about that in today's testimonies.  But I want to point out a couple anecdotal things I 

know. I have provided dust control on roads leading into active well sites using only 

fresh water.  If it was safe to use brine, I am sure the oil companies would have used it, 

but I applied only fresh water to those gravel roads.  And finally, I feel strongly that there 

are other actions happening that will force the oil waste industry to start recognizing the 

radiation that they have specifically been exempted from since the Bentson and Bevill 

Amendment provided in 1980.  Adopting SB329 now will show that you all have acted 

proactively in the best interest of the public to keep our communities and future 

generations, safe and healthy.

Thank you for letting me provide this testimony today.


