
 

Chairman SchaƯer, Vice Chairman Koehler, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson and members of the Senate 
Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee. I thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on SB329, 
the Bill to ban spreading waste from the oilfields on roads. 

As a citizen of Ohio, I am writing to express my strong support for SB329. It is time for Ohio to modernize its 
waste management policies and recognize that our public roadways should not serve as a low-cost disposal 
site for industrial oilfield byproducts. The practice of spreading "brine" is an outdated method that oƯers no 
practical benefit to our infrastructure that cannot be achieved through safer, more eƯective means. 

Protecting Public Health and Our Water 

The primary concern regarding the surface application of oilfield waste is the introduction of hazardous 
materials into the environment. This waste often contains heavy metals, hydrocarbons, and high levels of 
Radium-226 and Radium-228. 

 Environmental RunoƯ: Unlike commercial de-icers, oilfield waste is not a refined product. When 
applied to roads, rain and snowmelt carry these contaminants directly into our ditches, streams, and 
groundwater. 

 Long-Term Accumulation: These radioactive elements have long half-lives. By allowing them to be 
spread on the surface, we are essentially "salting the earth" with materials that will persist in our soil 
and water for generations. 

Lack of Practical Utility 

While proponents often argue that this waste is a "tool" for dust control or de-icing, the reality is that it is a 
poor substitute for modern alternatives. 

 Corrosive Nature: The high mineral content in oilfield waste is significantly more corrosive to 
vehicles and bridge infrastructure than standard road salt. Any "savings" in application costs are 
quickly erased by the accelerated decay of public and private property. 

 Superior Alternatives: Modern dust-suppressants and brine solutions are specifically engineered 
for performance and safety. Relying on raw industrial waste is a step backward for a state that prides 
itself on engineering and innovation. 

Upholding Ohio’s Standards 

Allowing the oil and gas industry to dispose of its waste on our roads creates a regulatory loophole that 
bypasses the strict disposal requirements applied to other industries. SB329 closes this loophole and 
ensures that industrial byproducts are handled in a manner that prioritizes the safety of Ohio families over the 
convenience of waste disposal. 

For the health of our communities and the protection of our natural resources, I urge the committee to 
support SB329 and end the practice of surface-spreading oilfield waste in Ohio. 

Thank you for your time and for your dedication to the citizens of our state. 

Respectfully, 

Gregory Witt 
Miami Township, Montgomery County 
Dayton, OH 45459 


