
Chairman Schaffer, Vice Chairman Koehler, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson and members of the 

Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee: 

I appreciate the opportunity to provide testimony in support of SB 329, the Bill to ban spreading 

waste from the oilfields on roads. 

As a concerned citizen and retired farmer, I support SB 329 out of concern for the health and 

safety of the women, men, and children who would be harmed and the harm to the 

environment if we used radioactive brine on our public roads. There have been several 

reputable studies that have, for this reason, advised not using it. 

In their study of brine from 107 injection wells in 26 different counties across Ohio, the 

Department of Natural Resources found that each sample contained radium-226 and radium-

228, way beyond the deemed safe levels for human exposure and would be hazardous to the 

environment. This brine also contains heavy metals and petroleum products and would persist 

in the soil and water for centuries. 

In 2022, the Ohio Department of Health also advised that deicers derived from oil and gas 

waste brine not be used because it would result in an increased, unsafe levels of radiation 

exposure to radiation.  

Oil and gas waste applied to roadways has also been demonstrated, in a peer-reviewed study 

from Dr. Burgos at Penn State University, to be ineffective as a dust suppressant and to degrade 

gravel roads rapidly. 

I agree with The Ohio Farmers Union which supports SB 329 and HB 439 and asks us to choose 

safer, plant-based and dust suppressants made from beets and soybeans. 

I call on you to take seriously the health and safety of the people of Ohio and the long-time 

health of our environment, and support SB 329. 

Sincerely, 

Peggy Gish 

13206 Dutch Creek Rd. 

Athens, OH 45701 

 

 

 

 

 


