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Date: February 14, 2026

Chairman Schaffer, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and Members of the Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in strong support of Senate Bill 329. My
name is Rebecca Malik, and I am a resident of Franklin County. I would like to urge the passage
of this critical legislation to protect Ohio’s public health, our drinking water, and our local
environment.

Senate Bill 329 is a common-sense measure to end a dangerous practice: the spreading of toxic
oil and gas waste on our public roads. While often referred to simply as "brine," multiple studies
—including those from the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR)—have confirmed
that this waste product contains levels of Radium-226 and Radium-228 that far exceed federal
safety standards for drinking water.

1. Protecting Public Health Radium is a known human carcinogen. When brine is spread on
roads for dust control or de-icing, it doesn’t just stay there. It dries into dust that we breathe, and
it washes into the ditches and streams that feed our groundwater. No Ohioan should have to
worry that the "salt truck" passing their house is actually dispersing radioactive waste in their
neighborhood.

2. Safeguarding Our Waterways Ohio’s greatest asset is our water, from our local aquifers to
Lake Erie. By banning the surface application of this waste, SB 329 ensures that heavy metals
and radioactive runoff do not continue to contaminate our watersheds. This is a vital step in
preserving our natural resources for future generations.

3. Proven Alternatives Already Exist We do not need to choose between safe roads and safe
water. The Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and the Ohio Turnpike Commission
have already stopped using oil and gas brine because of these risks. Safe, effective, and
biodegradable alternatives —including beet-based de-icers—are already being used successfully
across the state and the country.

Conclusion Michigan and Pennsylvania have already taken steps to prohibit this practice. It is
time for Ohio to do the same. SB 329 is not an attack on industry; it is a necessary standard to
ensure that industrial waste is disposed of responsibly, rather than being treated as a "cheap" road
treatment at the expense of our health.

I respectfully request that this committee report Senate Bill 329 for a favorable vote. Thank you
for your time and for your service to our state.



