
Testimony to approve SB 329 

Chairman Schaffer, Vice Chairman Koelher, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson and members of the 

Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee.  I thank you for the opportunity to provide 

testimony on SB 329, the bill to ban spreading of waste from the oilfields on roads. 

 

My support for Senate Bill 329 is not based on my own credentialled expertise on the issue of using 

oilfield brine on roads as a dust or ice suppressant. It is based on my belief that the spreading of 

toxic materials anywhere can affect the health and well being of local residents and communities 

everywhere. Toxic materials of the sort that occur in oilfield brine travel. They are not well behaved 

and will not do as they are told. Once they are turned loose on the environment they are out of the 

control of regulatory agencies.  

 

If the brine from oilfields is considered too hazardous for both the Ohio Turnpike Commission, and 

the Ohio Department of Transportation, then that should settle the matter of whether or not to use 

it on county and municipal roads as a dust suppressant and deicer.  

If both the Ohio Department of Natural Resources and Ohio Health Department, after careful and 

extensive studies have concluded that the radioactivity of oilfield brine makes it hazardous to the 

public, that should be the clincher on whether or not we need 329. We do. Pass this bill.  

Thank you.  
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