
TO: Ohio Senate Agriculture & Natural Resources Committee 

FR: Ron Prosek, Mentor, OH 

RE: SB 329 

Dear Members of the Committee, 

Thank you for your consideration of SB 329.   This bill would prohibit the 
spreading of toxic and radioactive brine on Ohio roads.  As one member of the 
General Assembly said, “This is common sense legislation.”   

 

“Brine,” which is produced from drilling from oil/gas wells in the state is not 
just salty water, though it is up to six times saltier than sea water.  That in itself 
should be of major concern for its potential harm to wildlife and potentially to 
some drinking water sources.  Since this “brine” comes from deep shale 
formations in the earth it is also radioactive. As I am sure you know by now, 
the Ohio Department of Natural Resources tested samples of a surface 
application product derived from well waste brine and found that most of it is 
radioactive beyond levels safe for human exposure.  Indeed, many scientists 
say any exposure to radiation of this sort is a threat to human health.  
Moreover, some of the levels ODNR discovered were extraordinarily high. 

 

It would be reckless in the extreme if the state would allow spreading of this 
toxic and radioactive brine to continue. It is winter now, and in the places 
where toxic and radioactive brine has been spread, when spring and warmer 
weather comes, much of this material will be aerosolized, rising into the air for 
people to breathe in unknowingly.  Then several months or maybe years down 
the line, they could potentially develop lung and other cancers.  Knowing what 
we know now, it is essential to protect public health by approving SB 329. 

 


