
Chairman Schaffer, Vice Chairman Koehler, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and members of 
the Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee, thank you for the opportunity to 
provide testimony on SB 329, the bill to ban spreading oil and gas waste from conventional oil 
wells on roads.


My name is James Baker, and I live in Dublin, Ohio. I’m here as a concerned citizen who thinks 
we need to protect people’s health and safety, especially in rural communities where this 
practice is still happening.


For almost 40 years, Ohio has allowed oil and gas waste called “brine” to be spread on roads. 
We need to stop doing this. In 2019, the Ohio Department of Natural Resources tested brine 
from 107 wells in 26 counties. Every single sample was too radioactive to legally discharge into 
the environment. Then in 2022, the Ohio Department of Health put out a study saying we 
shouldn’t use deicers made from oil and gas waste because of the radiation exposure risk.


This isn’t just about the roads. When you spread brine on rural roads, it runs off into soil and 
water. It carries radioactive elements, heavy metals, petroleum products, and other toxic stuff 
that sticks around for centuries. Farmers deal with this contamination on their land. It affects 
their crops, their livestock, and the local wildlife.


Here’s what doesn’t make sense to me: both the Ohio Department of Transportation and the 
Ohio Turnpike Commission stopped using these deicers. Our own state agencies recognized 
the danger. So why are we still letting counties spread this on local roads where people live and 
work?


The Ohio Farmers Union supports this bill. There are better options out there. We can use 
plant-based deicers made from beets and soybeans, which would actually help Ohio farmers. 
We shouldn’t be using roads as a dumping ground for oil and gas industry waste.

I’m asking you to support SB 329. Thank you.


