Chairman Schaffer, Vice Chairman Koehler, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and members of the
Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee. | thank you for the opportunity to
provide testimony on SB 329, the bill to ban the spreading of oil and gas waste from

conventional oil wells on roads.

My name is Julie Boetger, and | live in Ashtabula County, one of the counties that spreads the
most oil and gas waste for de-dusting purposes in the springtime and the summertime. These
are roads with farms and children riding their bikes on the roads and playing in radioactive dirt
and dust as the wind blows. They and their families have no idea that this radioactivity is even
being spread, nevermind the cumulative effects of the brine as it is spread year after year on

that same road. Our community, as well as others, would benefit from something healthier.

We know that the Ohio Department of Natural Resources studied brine from 107 wells across
Ohio in 26 different counties and 10 different formations. Each sample was considered too
radioactive to discharge into the environment according to the Ohio Administrative Code.

Ohio Department of Health released a study in 2022 that recommended against the use of
deicers derived from oil and gas waste brine due to "the increased levels of human exposure to
radiation."

Ohio Department of Transportation and the Ohio Turnpike Commission both discontinued the
use of deicers derived from oil and gas waste.

A peer-reviewed study from Dr. Burgos at Penn State University demonstrated that oil and gas
waste applied to roadways is ineffective as a dust suppressant and rapidly degrades gravel
roads.

We also know that Oil and Gas Waste is not tested for the contents of Volatile Organic

Compounds and radionuclides before it is spread on roadways.

The Ohio Farmers Union supports SB 329 and HB 439 (see their statement in additional
information below).
Ohio farmers can benefit from growing demand for safer, plant-based deicers and dust

suppressants made from beets and soybeans.



As a concerned citizen of Ashtabula County, | ask that you please pass this bill for the benefit of

all Ohioans and their health.
Thank you for your time,

Julie Boetger



