Chairman Schaffer, Vice Chairman Koehler, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson and
members of the Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee, | thank you for
the opportunity to provide testimony on SB 329, the bill to ban spreading oil and gas
waste on roads. | am Robert Maher, a concerned citizen from Athens County Ohio, a
parent and grandparent, a property owner and a member of the Laudato Si circle at the
Athens Catholic Community, which is an Anchor group of Ohio FaCT, who have worked
to alert people to the danger of spreading oil and gas waste for a number of years.

A major problem with using oil and gas waste on roads is radioactivity. ODNR studied
this waste from 107 wells in 26 different counties and 10 formations. All the waste was
considered too radioactive to discharge into the environment. The Ohio Department of
Health came to a similar conclusion in 2022 when it considered the use of deicers
derived from oil and gas waste brine. For this reason, the Ohio Department of
Transportation and the Ohio Turnpike Commission also stopped the use of deicers
derived from oil and gas waste. There are also questions about other health risks
associated with this waste since it is not tested for Volatile Organic Compounds and
radionuclides before it is spread on roadways.

Another problem with oil and gas waste is that it is not effective as a dust suppressant.
A peer-reviewed study by Dr. William Burgos at Penn State University also
demonstrated its harmful effects on gravel roads.

The Ohio Farmers Union supports this bill as well as HB439 because it recognizes the
dangers these wastes pose to our future as well as the future of our children and
grandchildren and the land they will inherit. They recognize there are plant-based
alternatives that exist which are safer as well as profitable for the growers of beets and
soybeans.

We can help create healthier, more prosperous communities throughout Ohio by
supporting this legislation. Thank you for helping make this vision come true.



