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February 15, 2026 
 
Dear Chairman Schaffer, Vice Chairman Koehler, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and 
Members of the Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee: 
 
My name is Rebecca Ensworth and I am a proponent of SB329.  I live on County Highway 52 
in Medina County. It is a rural community where dairy and beef cattle are raised down the 
road. Corn and other agricultural plants are also grown nearby, and most are consumed by 
Ohioans.  
 
Ohio Farmers Union supports SB 329 and HB 439. In a statement from Ohio Farmers 
Union, they published the following: 
 
“In 2019, the Ohio Department of Natural Resources found that all samples from vertical 
wells exceeded legal limits for discharge into the environment for the radioactive elements 
radium-226 and radium-228. These substances persist in our soil and water for centuries. 
“Brine” also contains heavy metal, petroleum products, and other toxic substances that 
pose a hazard to people and the environment.” 
 
Our own Ohio Department of Health recommended against the use of deicers derived from 
oil and gas waste brine in a study released in 2022. They studied brine from 107 wells 
across Ohio in 26 different counties and 10 different formations. Each sample was 
considered too radioactive to discharge into the environment according to the Ohio 
Administrative Code. 
 
Since these oil and gas wastes are not tested before being spread on Ohio roads, we could 
be exposed to volatile organic compounds and radionuclides without knowing it. I believe  
Ohioans do not want to take risks to our health by using these products on our roads. 
 
I ask you to consider my testimony and vote YES on this bill for the health of fellow 
Ohioans. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rebecca T Ensworth 


