
Proponent TesƟmony for SB 329  

Chairman Schaffer, Vice Chairman Koehler, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson and members of the 
Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources CommiƩee 

I am asking for a permanent ban on the spreading of convenƟonal oil and gas wastes on our 
roadways and your support for SB 329 which would accomplish this ban. I am a reƟred Civil 
Engineer and worked at the US Army Corps of Engineers offices within the Muskingum 
Conservancy Water District. I am very familiar with the roads and waterways that are part of the 
MWCD region. We also have mulƟple lakes within the district including the lake where my home 
is located: Tappan Lake.  

The science tells us that oil and gas wastes is far more dangerous than the innocuous signage 
wriƩen of the tankers that carry wastes through our communiƟes. Using this waste as a way to 
cut down dust or deice a roadway is extremely dangerous as well as irresponsible. Even tests 
done by the Ohio Department of Natural Resources prove the waste to be highly radioacƟve. 
“ODNR’s own data that brine from only one out of the 118 convenƟonal wells sampled had met 
the OAC environmental discharge level.” 

The exempƟon passed via federal laws under the Resource ConservaƟon and Recovery Act in 
the 1980s placed ciƟzens in a tenuous posiƟon as we now must worry about exposures from 
this waste being hap hazardously spread across roads, where parƟcles of dust can move 
radioacƟve parƟcles into our homes from our shoes, our pets, and even a summer breeze.   

AddiƟonally, a study performed in Pennsylvania showed that “Radium Accumulated in Stream 
Sediments near Disposal Sites  near ConvenƟonal Oil and Gas Wastewater.” 

RecreaƟon is very populaƟon and economically valuable in the region where the MWCD lakes 
are located. Any degradaƟon of stream water quality and fish safety would be a determent to 
the tourism industry as well as jeopardize the local ciƟzens using surface water as a source for 
drinking water (see Cadiz and Cambridge Ohio).  

I urge your support of this bill to halt the use of convenƟonal brine on Ohio’s roadways. 

Joel D. Pokladnik PE reƟred US Army Corps of Engineers.   

 


