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Chairman SchaDer, Vice Chairman Koehler, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson and members 
of the Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee. Thank you for the opportunity 
to provide testimony on SB 329 to ban spreading of radioactive oil and gas waste on roads 
in Ohio. 
 
I brought a spray bottle and a clean cloth with the thought that I could tidy up your 
workspaces before I head back to Cleveland Heights. I could start right here. Security 
norms in this building might prompt somebody to ask: “What’s in the bottle?” That is a fair 
question. My response would be: “Trust me.” 
 
This body wants Ohio residents to trust it, to believe that spraying radioactive brine on Ohio 
roads is a good thing: good for Ohio, good for our residents, our roads, all living things in the 
fields along those roads. If it’s not “good,” we don’t do it.  
 
Over the last few miserable weeks of ice, snow, and frigid temperatures, brine waste was 
spread on roads in at least six counties in Ohio. Have any Ohio legislators told their 
constituents that this was a good practice? 
 
The brine is waste. It is from neighboring states and Ohio. They don’t want it, and rather 
than figure out what to do with the waste, they export it. 
 
Waste is not new. We have been dealing with it from the beginning of time. There are a 
number of options, but I think they boil down to just two: 
 

1. Just spread it wherever we can till it’s gone. Or, 
2. Stop producing it. 

 
If this fracking waste is a threat, a nuisance, an unwanted byproduct of the mining of fossil 
fuels, taxpayers will wonder why the disposal of this “stuD” wasn’t taken suDiciently into 
consideration while fracking permits were issued over and over again. 
 
I am grateful to Buckeye Environment Network for their research and initiative in bringing 
SB 329 to this floor. They are begging the question: “Shouldn’t legislators have challenged 
the fracking industry when it became apparent that acceptable and safe waste disposal 
strategies were AWOL when the rush to grant permits began?” 
 
Granted, there has been some financial benefit to the State and to a few individuals as the 
industry finds new ways to extract, but pennies on the barrel hardly justify the conundrum 
we are facing. And unless and until the industry that wants to extract can find a way to deal 



with the waste in a way that guarantees no risk to the residents of this State, they should 
stop producing the waste. 
 
I urge this body to show their appreciation to the due diligence oDered by Buckeye 
Environmental Network, diligence that helps us all know better. I urge this body to do better 
by making Senate Bill 329 part of the Ohio Code. Thank you. 
 
 


