February 15, 2026
SB No. 329 Written Testimony

Ann McCabe

Dear Chairman Schaffer, Vice Chairman Koehler, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson and members
of the Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony on SB 329, the bill to ban spreading
oil and gas waste from conventional oil wells on roads.

My name is Ann McCabe and I am a citizen of Ohio with a B.S. in Environmental Science and a
M.S. in Natural Resources. I have taught secondary science for 10 years as a High School and
Middle School teacher and have also worked as a farm-based Educator and Naturalist.

As a scientist, teacher, and mother of three children, I am extremely concerned about the effect
on the environment and the public health of people in Ohio from oil and gas waste spread over
our roadways. Why would we allow the spreading of this waste instead of safer, plant-based
deicers and dust suppressants made from beets and soybeans?

The companies that make money from oil and gas need to find another way to dispose of their
waste apart from poisoning Ohioans and polluting our land. Brine does not remain on roads - it
seeps into soil and water, bleeds into ponds and drinking wells. It is inhaled by people once it
attaches to road dust. It erodes farm equipment and contaminates crops and livestock. Waterways
absorb and spread chemicals, poisoning vegetation and wildlife, and waterways that Ohioans
play in, fish in, boat in, swim in.

Once chemicals from the brine— radium, heavy metals, forever chemicals, and chlorides— seep
into our waterways and soil, they are too difficult and expensive to remove. I do not want my
children and my grandchildren to have to pay this cost of remediation in the future; I do not want
them to pay the cost with their health. We already are facing many environmental contamination
issues in Ohio. We do not need waste from petro-chemicals purposely spread over our land. A
ban on using brine on our roadways makes logical, economic, scientific, and moral sense. It’s
time to permanently ban this practice.

Sincerely,

Ann McCabe



