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Chairman Schaffer, Vice Chairman Koehler, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson and members of the Senate 

Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee, I thank you for the opportunity to provide written 

testimony on Senate Bill 329 (SB 329), the bill to stop the use of waste water brine from gas and oil wells 

to de-ice Ohio roads. I write in support of the bill.  

 

I was born and raised in Ohio and have lived 60 of my 70 years in the state. This winter, in particular, has 

shown how important it is to effectively treat our roadways so they are safe to travel soon after snow 

events.  

 

Municipalities have a duty to address ice conditions as efficiently and effectively as possible. This 

involves a cost/benefit analysis which weighs the various viable deicing options. Independent research 

indicates that the performance of brine as a de-icer can vary widely depending on its chemical 

composition, which depends on which well it came from. With the variations in salts and other dissolved 

solids some batches work better than others. Some batches lose effectiveness quickly after rain or 

traffic. Hit or miss de-icing is not safe.  Even if the brine melts the ice, there are serious environmental 

and health related concerns. The brine can contain metals like lead, radioactive elements and other 

pollutants picked up underground.  When rain washes the brine off roads, these contaminants can leach 

into soil and waterways, potentially affecting ecosystems and drinking water.     The Ohio Department of 

Health released a study in 2022 that recommended against the use of de-icers derived from oil and gas 

waste brine due to the increased levels of human exposure to radiation. Ohio Department of 

Transportation and Ohio Turnpike Commission have both discontinued its use. The benefits of using 

brine from oil and gas wells as a de-icer do not outweigh the safety, health, and environmental costs. I 

respectfully urge you to support SB 329 to stop the use of gas and oil well waste on Ohio roads.  

 

Thank you for taking the time to read this testimony and for considering my perspective.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Susan M. Sanders 


