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Chairman Schaffer, Vice Chairman Koehler, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson and members of the
Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on SB 329, the bill to ban spreading oil and gas
waste from conventional oil wells on roads. My name is Linda New. I am a lifelong Ohio resident, a
constituent, a teacher, and an active member of multiple grassroots organizations working to protect
our air, water, and soil.

Tests have shown that oil and gas brine waste is toxic. An Ohio Department of Natural
Resources study completed in 2019, indicated that all but one of the tested wells had levels of radium
too high to discharge into the environment in compliance with Ohio’s Administrative Code. The Ohio
Department of Health released a study in 2022 that recommended against the use of deicers derived
from oil and gas waste brine due to the increased levels of human exposure to radiation. Qil field
brine has also been shown to contain carcinogens such as PFAS and heavy metals.

What we put on our roads ends up in our water. Melting snow and rain carry chemicals from
treated roads into storm drains, to our streams, our rivers, and our lakes. Treatment plants that
handle conventional oil and gas wastewater plants have caused a buildup of radioactive materials at
the bottom rivers and streams. This is the water we drink. Our food is grown in soil that has been
saturated in the same toxic chemical runoff.

Cancer rates are on the rise in the United States. The National Institutes of Health have
documented an increase in 14 types of cancer among people under 50 between 2010 and 2019. At
the same time, a 2019 study found elevated cancer risks specifically connected to pollution from oil
and gas activity. This study also identified high rates of non-cancer health risks including blood
disease, and neurotoxic disorders connected to proximity to oil and gas byproducts. PFAS have been
linked to immune system dysfunction, thyroid disorders and liver damage. The increased rates of
disease in our communities and the documented threat of community exposure to oil and gas waste
cannot be ignored.

You have a responsibility to protect the people that you represent in your role as an Ohio State
Senator. I urge you to listen to your constituents and support SB 329.

Linda New
Olmsted Falls, Ohio
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