Chairman Schaffer, Vice Chairman Koehler, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and

members of the Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee,

| appreciate the opportunity to provide testimony on SB 329, the bill that expressly
prohibits the surface application of brine from oil and gas wells on roads. | am a

proponent of the bill and for good reason.

I live on the frontlines of oil and gas development and the threats we face in
Southeastern Ohio from this industry are severe. For over a decade, | have collaborated
with researchers and scientists who have studied the impacts of oil and gas
development on the environment and public health. Therefore, | am well aware of the
harms posed by this industry, and this includes the harms of “brine” from conventional

wells.

It is difficult to understand how the practice of brine spreading ever started, and it is a
relief that due to the advocacy of countless Ohioans, this dangerous practice is finally
getting challenged. | urge for the passing of SB 329, as “brine” can contain radioactive
elements, volatile organic compounds, and other threatening substances. The brine is
not properly tested for this array of contaminants before being spread on the roadways,
and therefore everywhere it is being applied could be causing irreversible and

undetected contamination.

The Ohio Department of Transportation, and the Ohio Turnpike Commission no longer
apply products derived from oil and gas waste. The Ohio Department of Health released
a study in 2022 stating that due to increased levels of human exposure to radioactivity,

they recommended deicers derived from oil and gas waste cease being used.

| urge for the passing of SB 329 and thank all those who have worked so tirelessly to
bring the issue to this point, confirming that progress is being made towards protecting

Ohioans from the threats of the oil and gas industry. | thank you for doing your due



diligence and supporting this bill and therefore, prioritizing the health and safety of

Ohioans and the land they love. Thank you.

Jill Hunkler



	 
	 

