
Dear Senator Schaffer,

My name is Tracee Laing, and I’m a constituent from the village of Granville in 
Licking Co.

I’m writing today to ask the Natural Resources Committee hold the full 3 hearings 
on SB 329. This bill would disallow the continued use of toxic and radioactive oil 
and gas waste as a deicer and dust suppressant on roadways in Ohio.

Ohio Department of Natural Resources’ own studies show that this waste 
contains high amounts of radium-226 and radium-228. These chemicals have 
half-lives exceeding 1,600 years, meaning they accumulate in our soil and water 
long after they're spread. They break down into radon. Licking Co., as I am sure 
you know, has some of the highest naturally occurring radon levels in the country. 
Radium and other toxic chemicals accumulating on our roads from the use of oil 
and gas waste exacerbate this existing problem, increasing cancer risk and other 
health problems. We can't take this back once it's spread. It is on the road, in 
waterways, in the soil, in our food chain, wildlife, and in us.

Ohio Department of Transportation stopped using oil and gas waste products like 
AquaSalina due to health concerns, but many local governments still apply this 
waste to roads. 

Senator Smith and Senator Hicks-Hudson have introduced a bill to stop this 
practice, and I believe it deserves serious attention.

This issue is much like asbestos—once widely used, now known to be 
dangerous. We need more hearings to fully understand the public health and 
environmental risks and to give science a seat at the table. I've cared for many 
patients with 100% preventable asbestos induced mesothelioma, and I have 
cared for many patients with lung cancer who never smoked a day in their lives. 
Their only risk factor was radon exposure. It is our duty to do everything we can 
to help prevent these very preventable terminal illnesses.

Ohioans deserve protection from toxic and radioactive materials on our roads. 
Please give more hearings to SB 329.

Thank you for your time.

Tracee Laing, MD


