
 
 
Chair Schaffer, Vice Chair Koehler, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and members of the 
Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee, thank you for accepting my testimony in 
support of Senate Bill 329. My name is Lauren Hirtle and I am the Policy Director at the Ohio 
Ecological Food and Farm Association (OEFFA). 
 
OEFFA is a sustainable agriculture organization founded in 1979 by farmers who wanted to 
farm differently than the pervasive form of industrial agriculture. Our organization has more than 
1,900 members and 6,500 supporters composed of sustainable and organic farmers, gardeners, 
researchers, educators, food business leaders, and people who care deeply about the 
environment and food they eat. 
 
OEFFA cultivates a future in which sustainable and organic farmers thrive, local food nourishes 
our communities, and agricultural practices protect and enhance our environment. As a leading 
grassroots policy voice for Ohio’s organic and sustainable farmers, OEFFA’s Policy Program 
encourages state- and federal-level legislation that keeps farmland in the hands of farmers, 
strengthens our local food and farm system, and protects our soil, water, and air. 
 
In keeping with OEFFA’s mission, we are in support of SB 329. Oil and gas waste brine 
applications to roadways lead to various detrimental effects on farming systems and beyond. 
The application of these chemicals leads to crop and animal contamination and permeates into 
and persists in crop fields, pastures, wells, ponds, and other waterways. The practice of 
applying these substances poses direct threats to our environment, our local food systems, our 
communities, and must be prohibited. 
 
We ask that the Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee support the passage of 
SB 329 and prohibit the surface application of brine from oil and gas wells on roads and 
highways. Thank you for considering my testimony. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Laure Hirtle, 
Policy Director at OEFFA 
 


