
 

TESTIMONY ON SB 329 

 

Chairman Schaffer, Vice Chairman Koehler, Ranking-Member Hicks-Hudson and 

members of the Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee. I thank you for 

the opportunity to provide testimony on SB329, the Bill to ban spreading waste from the 

oilfields on roads. 

I am a member of the League of Women Voters of Licking County. Our local League 

supports a ban on the use of oilfield brine on roads in Licking County and we join the 

League of Women Voters of Ohio in supporting SB 329 and a ban on the use of oilfield 

brine on roads throughout the state.  

None of my education, training or experience would indicate that I am either a scientist 

with a deep knowledge of the dangers of radioactivity, that I am an expert trained in the 

extraction of gas and oil from vertical wells, or that I have ever learned what is involved 

in preparing well-brine to be spread on our roads. 

However, I am someone who has a deep respect for science, as well as a desire to see 

that my neighbors, family and friends live in a safe environment, free of toxins that have 

the potential to harm both them and the environment. 

The evidence of scientific research is incontrovertible that high levels of radioactivity can 

lead to a number of devastating health issues, including bone, liver and breast cancer.  

The evidence from all 107 tests of well-brine taken from 26 counties across Ohio (2017) 

also present clear evidence that the Radium-226 and Radium-228 in this state’s well-

brine far, far exceed the allowable levels for being released into our environment. 

The fact that such knowledge and research has led to the state of Ohio banning the use 

of well-brine on our state roads is very important! Our state officials have listened to the 

science and have taken the necessary action to ban their own use of toxic well-brine. 

That is a huge step in the right direction!  

On the other hand, allowing municipalities and townships to make their own decisions 

on usage is somewhat akin to the owner of a huge swimming pool understanding that 

swimming in urine-infested water is not healthy and so they declare that no one is 

allowed to pee in one half of the pool! Although the analogy is somewhat apt, the reality 

is that, unlike the pool situation where the pool can be disinfected and the water 

dispersed, the Radium has a ½-life of 1,600 years and can spread into the air, be 

tracked into people’s homes and can ultimately result in the poisoning of our waterways.  

This toxic waste is not magically washed away by melting snow or spring rains-- it 

becomes ever more toxic with each spreading of brine on our roadways, snow after 

snow, ice after ice, year after year…more Radium, more cancers, more environmental 

damage. The good news is that there are better, safer alternatives to well-brine! 



Ohio’s leadership has taken a most important first step-- to ban their own use of well-

brine on state roads. Now it is time to take action that will promote a healthier 

environment for all Ohioans. Your constituents deserve this, and I beg you to please 

BAN TOXIC BRINE ON OUR ROADWAYS AND VOTE FOR SB 329! 

Thank you for caring…and acting! 

 

Jacqueline Morgan, Heath, OH 

 


