
To Chairman Schaffer, Vice Chairman Koehler, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson and 
members of the Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee. I appreciate the 
chance to provide testimony on SB 329, the bill to ban spreading oil and gas waste from 
conventional oil wells on roads. 

As a lifelong Buckeye I have appreciated living in both the rural and urban areas of 
Ohio. I know farmers who love their land and their community, I drive with the 
sometimes unpredictable winter weather conditions, I am a lover of lake Erie and use 
the smaller waterways for recreation, I use the water and eat the food from our state- for 
each of those reasons I feel compelled to communicate about stopping the use of brine 
water on roadways. 

 According to many of our Ohio agencies, including the Department of Natural 
Resources, Ohio Department of Health, the Ohio Department of Transportation and the 
Ohio Turnpike Commission the deicers that come from Oil and gas waste brine are too 
hazardous to use. 

For the health of Ohio citizens this practice should be completely discontinued. Although 
it is “cheap” in the short term, the long term effects to our communities, both rural and 
urban, is dangerous. 

Although it may have seemed a good idea for communities years ago, after years of 
testing, it is now known to be too radioactive to discharge onto roads and it increases 

levels of radiation to Ohio citizens. Oil and Gas Waste is not tested for contents of 
Volatile Organic Compounds and radionuclides before it is spread on roadways. 
 Our farmers and their lands, our important waterways, and our resulting food products 
need to be protected from the unknown toxic substances as well as radioactivity. 

It is time to update the way wastewater brine is handled in Ohio. Protect my family, and 
other Ohio citizens and communities by voting to support SB 329, the bill to ban 
spreading oil and gas waste on our roads and in our communities. 

Thank You, 

Ann Culek 

 
 
 

 


