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February 16, 2026

Dear Chairman Schaffer, Vice Chairman Koehler, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and Members
of the Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee:

| write to thank you for the opportunity to provide this letter of support for SB 329, the bill to
ban spreading oil and gas waste from conventional oil wells on roads.

| serve as the Pastor of Pilgrim Congregational United Church of Christ in Cleveland. An
important part of the congregation’s identity is for members to understand their role as
stewards of the environment. | believe this bill promotes good environmental stewardship by
discontinuing the release of radioactive chemicals that harm the environment.

The Ohio Department of Health released a study in 2022 that recommended against the use of
deicers derived from oil and gas waste bring due to the “the increased levels of human
exposure to radiation.” The Ohio Department of Transportation and Ohio Turnpike Commission
both discontinued use of deicers derived from oil and gas waste. These research findings and
changes in practice by the State of Ohio show that this legislation is warranted and other
solutions for deicing can be found.

During winter months, | am concerned about my church members driving to and from church
safely when roads are snow-covered and icy, but deicing roads should not come at the cost of
radioactive contamination of the environment, which will impact the environment for
generations to come. | am glad that the Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee
is considering legislation that will ban the use of oil and gas waste as road deicing agents.

| appreciate your attention to my letter in support of SB 329.
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Rev. Dr. George R. Graham, Pastor
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