
February 16, 2026 
 
Chairman Schaffer, Vice Chairman Koehler, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson and members 
of the Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee. I appreciate this opportunity 
to provide testimony on SB 329, the bill to ban spreading brine - the oil and gas waste from 
conventional oil wells - on Ohio roads. I live on a dirt road in Conneaut, Ohio, so this 
dangerous practice impacts my family and property directly. 
 
Because the unpaved roads in the more rural areas of Conneaut create clouds of dust in 
dry weather when vehicles drive along them, the city has sprayed the brine on the roads to 
keep the dust down. Studies have proved that the brine contains Radium 226 and 228, and 
is radioactive. In addition, it contains other known carcinogens. The brine doesn’t eliminate 
all of the dust, so it goes into the air we and our animals breathe, and settles onto all of the 
plants in the area.  
 
When it rains, the runoff goes into the ditches along the sides of the roads, contaminating 
farm land, state protected land, metroparks, wetlands, and other wild areas. On our street, 
the ditches run into Conneaut Creek, a state designated Wild and Scenic River, 
contaminating the water life, including the fish stocked for fly fishing tourism. Conneaut 
Creek runs into Lake Erie, so the brine contaminates the water and beaches as well. 
 
I fully support the passing of SB 329 in order to eliminate the practice of spraying 
radioactive brine on our roads. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Beth Bracale 
402 Daniels Ave. (and Keefus Rd.) 
Conneaut, Ohio 44030 
 


