
Chairman Schaffer, Vice Chairman Koehler, Ranking Member Hicks-

Hudson and members of the Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources 

Committee. I thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on SB 

329, the bill to ban spreading oil and gas waste from conventional oil wells 

on roads. 

I am a concerned citizen, with no special expertise in this area. But I do care 

about our environment, both for our own sakes and for the sake of future 

generations.  The Ohio Department of Natural Resources, the Ohio 

Department of Health, and the Ohio Department of Transportation all 

essentially agree that oil and gas brine derived from gas well waste is too 

radioactive or unsafe to use on roads. Additionally, research shows oil and 

gas waste applied to roadways is ineffective as a dust suppressant and 

rapidly degrades gravel roads, leaving radioactive waste to leach into the 

ground.   

There is no ethical or environmental argument that can be made in support 

of the use of oil and gas brine as a deicer or dust suppressant.  I urge this 

committee to support the passage S.B. 329.      

Respectfully,  

 

Margaret Calkins 

3345 N Park Blvd 

Cleveland Hts  OH 44118 


