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February 16, 2026

Dear Chairman Schaffer, Vice Chairman Koehler, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson and
members of the Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee,

| appreciate the opportunity to provide written testimony on Senate Bill 329 (SB 329), the bill to
stop the use of wastewater brine from gas and oil wells to de-ice Ohio roads. | am writing in
support of the bill.

The Ohio Department of Health released a study in 2022 that recommended against the use of
de-icers derived from oil and gas drilling waste brine due to human exposure to radiation and
heavy metals. This being the reason that the Ohio Department of Transportation and Ohio
Turnpike Commission have both discontinued its use. The bill would also bring Ohio in line with
neighboring states like Michigan and Pennsylvania, which have already implemented similar
protections for their waterways

| write as a member of the clergy of the United Church of Christ. Our church denomination has
a long history of advocacy and protest actions to protect the environment, its flora and fauna,
including people, from harm caused by the deliberate release of toxic chemicals.

One such example includes organizing residents of Warren County, North Carolina, with the
help of members of the clergy, among them Rev. Leon White, field director of the United

Church of Christ's Commission for Racial Justice in Raleigh and the Rev. Ben Chavis. Although
civildisobedience began in 1982, the controversy really started four years earlier. During the
summer of 1978, the Raleigh-based Ward Transformer Company deliberately drippled 31,000
gallons of PCB fluid along 240 miles of North Carolina roadways in 14 counties. The federal
government sued the waste disposal company- eventually winning damages - but the state was
still responsible for cleaning up the mess.

| see strong parallels to this lesson of history. The use of fracking brine is simply a bad idea.
Releasing unknown chemicals and substances into the environment cannot be undone. We
should do everything within our control to prevent any action that might lead to ground water
contamination by radioactive and other unknown substances from oil and gas drilling.

| strongly urge you to support SB 329.

Sincerely,
Rev. Craig Hoffman
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