
February 16, 2026 

Chairman Schaffer, Vice Chairman Koehler, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson and members of the Senate 

Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee:   

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on SB 329, the bill to ban spreading brine, the oil 

and gas waste from conventional oil wells, on roads. 

 

Our family owns and operates Octagon Acres Farm in Monroe Township where we grow organic 

vegetables and raise grassfed lamb.  We also own and operate a you-pick farm in Conneaut- Northridge 

Blueberries and Chestnuts.  We are  members of the Ohio Ecological Food and Farm Association and 

Betsy’s Bees, both non-partisan groups concerned with the use of rural roadways to dispose of waste 

from the oil and gas industry.   

 

We are also parents.  We intentionally moved back to Ashtabula County to raise our children on the 

farm.  We play outside, in the creek that runs though our farm, walk in the Conneaut Creek with our 

homeschool group, and swim and play in Lake Erie at Conneaut Township Park all summer. 

 

We  have a clear understanding of the way watersheds work.  Rural Ohio should not be the dumping 

ground for industrial byproducts.  Our children deserve better than water contaminated by brine which 

the Ohio Department of Natural resources has determined to be too radioactive to release into the 

environment per the Ohio Administrative Code. Even our own Ohio Department of Health released a 

study in 2022 that recommended against the use of de-icers derived from oil and gas waste brine due 

to "the increased levels of human exposure to radiation." The Ohio Department of Transportation and 

Ohio Turnpike Commission both discontinued use of de-icers derived from oil and gas waste. We should 

trust our own data and look for alternatives.  

 

Thankfully, there are alternatives to a cheap, radioactive byproduct of the oil and gas industry for the 

de-icing and dust suppression of roadways.  For example, Windsor Township has used a dust suppressant 

containing MC 100 on its dirt roads, which is reportedly more effective than brine.  In Conneaut, with 

ready access to Lake Erie, water seems like a possible option.  We wonder, if we looked at the true costs 

(to human and animal health, biodiversity in our State Scenic waterways, to Lake Erie and the 

agritourism in our region), would we really find radioactive brine to be a “cheap” option?  If we took into 

account the true costs, we would choose to find a better solution.  

 

As a farmers, parents, and concerned citizens, we are grateful to groups like the Farmers Union and 

Buckeye Environmental Network who have been working on this issue.   We strongly  urge you to 

support the passage of SB 329.  Support the health of our farms, our children, our businesses, and our 

communities in finding a better solution for roadway dust suppression and de-icing. 

 

Sincerely,  

Julia Barton and D. Patrick Turner 

6312 Hatches Corners Rd. 

Conneaut, Ohio 44030 


