Chairman Schaffer, Vice Chairman Koehler, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson and
members of the Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in favor of SB 329, the bill to
ban spreading oil and gas waste from conventional oil wells on roads.

Back in 1983, we knew that waste contains chemicals that we didn’t want spread
on our roads for dust control. Spreading was permitted, but not on blacktop
roads. At the time, | didn’t know that the brine was radioactive.

Here’s a July 30, 1983, photo that | took of a truck spreading waste from oil and
gas wells on the *blacktop* in front of my home, just feet from where my children
played for years behind a white picket fence.

A few weeks after |
took that photo, an
Athens County
Commissioner and |
spent a day in
Columbus, sharing
that photo with state
government officials
at three different
offices.

Why now, FOUR
DECADES later,
when we know so
much more about
the dangers, are we
having to debate the
question of whether
or not toxic and
radioactive waste should be spread on our roads?

Perhaps it's time for the Joint Legislative Ethics Commission to take public action
on allegations of conflict of interest like those raised against Senator Brian
Chavez by citzens of Washington County who belong to the group Washington
County for Safe Drinking Water.

Sincerely,
Wenda Sheard
2/16/2026



