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February 16, 2026 

Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee 

Ohio State House 

Columbus Ohio  

 

Chairman Schaffer, Vice Chairman Koehler, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson and members 
of the Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee,  

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony regarding my support for SB 329, the bill 
to ban spreading oil and gas waste from conventional oil wells on roads. 

I submit this testimony as a former public health nurse of 15 years, (now retired) and a 
former instructor of Environmental Studies at Ohio University of 17 years, (now retired). My 
educational and research interest has been the intersection of health and the environment. 
It is apparent, in 2026 that our environment, and contamination in various forms has direct 
impact on human health and the local environment. We must consider future generations 
in our many actions and limit our long term impact whenever possible.  

As a resident of Athens, one of 32 Appalachian counties, I am familiar with the many 
challenges of fossil fuel extraction presented for resident communities. Oil and Gas waste 
also known as “Brine” is a byproduct of the fracking process.  This industry continues to 
grow in Ohio and nationally and therefore its waste product.    

Research conducted by Ohio Department of Natural Resources in 2019 found that all of the 
107 samples from vertical wells exceeded legal limits for discharge into the environment 
for the radioactive elements radium 226 and radium 228. Shockingly, these substances will 
persist in our soil and water for centuries. Oil and Gas waste also contains heavy metals, 
petroleum projects and other toxic substances that pose a hazard to people and the 
environment.  



The Ohio Department of Health released a study in 2022 that recommended against the 
use of deicers derived from oil and gas waste brine due to "the increased levels of human 
exposure to radiation. 

If passed, Senate Bill 329 will join the Ohio Department of Transportation, the Ohio 
Turnpike Commission, Michigan, and Pennsylvania in protecting Ohio’s waterways, 
safeguarding public health, and ensuring that our infrastructure is maintained responsibly. 

Shockingly, Oil and Gas Waste is not tested for contents of Volatile Organic Compounds 
and radio nuclides before it is spread on roadways. 

We must consider the impact of this on our important farming economy. The Ohio Farmers 
Union has supported SB 329. Ohio farmers can benefit from growing demand for safer, 
plant-based deicers and dust suppressants made from beets and soybeans. 

We owe it to our communities of the present and future to protect them from 
contamination that will impact their future health and economies by acting with vigilance 
and support for their livelihoods. It is unacceptable to utilize this radioactive waste product 
as a deicer that is spread across our roadways and thereby seeps into waterways, wetlands 
and farmlands exacerbating the impact of these chemicals into the lifestream of 
communities. 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this important bill.  

 

Loraine McCosker, BA, BSN, MSES 

Athens, Ohio  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


