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"Chairman Schaffer, Vice Chairman Koehler, Ranking Member Hicks-
Hudson and members of the Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Committee. I thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on SB 329, 
the bill to ban spreading oil and gas waste from conventional oil wells on 
roads."’

SB 329 is good for all Ohioans.  

I’m Carolyn Harding- concerned citizen, founder and co-organizer of Radioactive 
Waste Alert, the Columbus Community Bill of Rights, and former host and 
producer of GrassRoot Ohio radio/podcast and mom.

Oil and Gas waste, liquid and solid is radioactive, especially here in the Utica and 
Marcellus shales.  So the “ancient” wanter pulled up before and the processed 
water pulled up after oil and gas extraction is plain old radioactive.

Radium 226 & 228 are bone seeking radionuclides that if ingested or breathed in 
can cause leukemia, breast and bone cancers.

If an Ohio county uses oil & gas water waste, due to its salty content, for dust and 
ice control, that salty radioactive water dries on the road and drains into the yards 
on either side of the road.

Now when it's dried, the radionuclides are in the dust and when Ohioans drive 
along these roads, that dust sucks up into our cars and we breath it in.  When 
Ohioans are out mowing our lawns on our John Deeres, we churn up the dirt along 
side that road and consequently breathe in Radium 226 & 228, and this 
contaminates our bodies.

Now I have an equestrian daughter at Miami of Ohio.  She has a heart horse, that’s 
a horse that is loved beyond any human being, that she drives a lot on Ohio rural 
roads to go care for.  Yeah, it’s personal.  I don’t want her to be accumulating these 
radionuclides in her lungs, breast or bones.  I don’t want your football playing 
grandson, traveling on the bus over Ohio roads, breathing in this radioactive dust.  
I don’t want your aunt who bought a few acre in the country for her retirement, to 
breath in this radioactive dust either, especially since we can ban this process here 
and now.
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So you can see why I’m totally behind banning oil & gas waste spreading on our 
roads.  This is about our families and loved ones, our property, our health.

It’s these kind of laws that all Ohioans will benefit from, whether they realize it or 
not.

Thank you for supporting SB329.


