
Chairman Schaffer, Vice Chairman Koehler, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson and members of the 

Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee. I thank you for the opportunity to provide 

testimony on SB 329, the bill to ban spreading oil and gas waste from conventional oil wells on 

roads. 

I was shocked to hear that this is being done, especially since the Ohio Departments of Health 

and Natural Resources have studied brine waste from oil and gas wells, and concluded it 

contains unsafe levels of radium, known to cause cancer, as well as other toxic chemicals. As a 

person dealing with cancer for the second time, I find this disturbing! Anything applied to roads 

will inevitably end up in the air and in our water supply, contaminating everything nearby. It will 

get onto our shoes and be tracked into our homes as well. 

I’ve heard that farmers can produce safe, plant-based treatments for our roads. This will help 

them financially too, and prevent their fields from being contaminated with brine. 

This would be less of a problem if Ohio focused on safer and less expensive renewable energy, as 

many other states are doing, instead of increasing our dependence on fossil fuels.  

Please pass SB 329! 

Thank you, 

Mary Ann Viveros 

 


