
Chairman Schaffer, Vice Chairman Koehler, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson and members of the Senate 
Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee. I thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on SB 
329, the bill to ban spreading oil and gas waste from conventional oil wells on roads."’ 
 
My name is Eddie Olschansky and I run the organization Trash Fish based in Cleveland where I, along 
with hundreds of my volunteers per year, come together to learn about and get hands-on to fight against 
the pollution entering Lake Erie, the drinking water supply of myself and nearly 12 million other people 
that I care for deeply.  While Trash Fish mainly focuses on plastic pollutants degrading in and poisoning 
our waterways, I see striking parallels between the plastics crisis and the continued use of well brine as a 
deicer and dust suppressant on Ohio’s road ways as they are both essentially just rebranded toxic waste 
products of the oil and gas industry that our communities are being unknowingly inundated and poisoned 
with. 
 
The most blatantly obvious issue to me, and one that I believe would be obvious to every single one of 
your constituents, were they to be educated-even in the slightest-on this issue, is that the state legislature 
currently allows the spread of a toxic, carcinogenic material on the grounds where our families and friends 
live, into the air they breath, and where it eventually flows into the water they will drink. This is, years after 
the Ohio Department of Health recommended against its use due to "the increased levels of human 
exposure to radiation." I’m not sure there is any voter in the great state of Ohio would be in support of 
that. 
 
On second thought, I guess I can think of one very specific kind of person that would support the use of a 
toxic waste material from the oil and gas industry that is this harmful to the people, the environment and 
the organisms of Ohio. And that’s those who have found a way profit from it. Wether they are profiting by 
way of having a sly, cheap and easy way to rid themselves of the economic responsibility to treat, store or 
ship their waste to another state because the Ohio Department of Natural Resources  considers it too 
radioactive to discharge in the state of Ohio, or those who found that they could buy that waste for cheap, 
rebrand it and sell it to our local municipalities to make a quick buck with an absolute disregard to the 
health and safety of our communities.  
I agree with Republican Representative Kevin Ritter, that passing Senate Bill 329 banning the use of oil 
and gas waste brine as a deicer and dust suppressant is “common sense legislation”. I believe it is finally 
time the rest of the state follows the lead of the Ohio Department of Transportation and stops the use of 
these harmful chemicals in our state. 
 
I appreciate your time here today, thank you very much. 
 


