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ResourcesCommittee.
February 16, 2026
Re: SB 329

Good Afternoon,

Chairman Schaeffer, Vice Chairman Koehler, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson,

Thank you for your time and this opportunity to offer our participation in decisions concerning
the banning of the spreading of radioactive oil and gas wastewater from conventional oil and
gas wells on public roadways in the state of Ohio.

My name is Tim Kettler, | am a proud resident of Monroe Township, Coshocton County. And |
am a 40 year Wastewater Professional and Certified Ohio EPA Class 1 Water Reclamation
Specialist. | am also the President of the Board of Directors of Coshocton Environmental and
Community Awareness, Inc., a Community non-profit organization that | helped found. Both my
professional and volunteer work is studying and treating the polluted wastewater we distribute to
the surface of the ground, and above the Uppermost Source of Drinking Water. As | said above,
I am proud of my home, it is built of sandstone, on sandstone, surrounded by sandstone for
miles in any direction. It's beautiful and it makes for a solid dirt road foundation. Though one
riddled with major fissures, fractures, faults and cracks.. The kind of defects | have to be
concerned about when treating sanitary wastewater professionally. The same holds true for any
material applied to the surface of the ground above our drinking water. You can go one way out
my drive and the neighbors use well water from old shallow wells, go the other way a few are
using natural springs. Our Community, Coshocton County has an immense freshwater aquifer,
and abundant lakes, rivers and springs, not to mention the headwaters of the Muskingum River.
Suffice to say, a fresh water paradise!

Let’s acknowledge some universally accepted facts in this matter.

*Oil and gas wastewater is radioactive.

*Oil and gas wastewater has been and is being spread directly on the surface of dirt roads in my
Community as a dust suppressant. Including in front of my home, on the road above our pond,
draining directly to our domestic water source.

*Oil and gas wastewater is spread indiscriminately and in violation of the rules.

*Oil and gas wastewater migrates everywhere! It overruns the road in a heavy rain and into the
drainage for our water source. It runs into ditches,culverts and unnamed tributaries known as
The Waters of The State of Ohio.The heavy nature of the salts in this wastewater weigh down
the dusty surface creating some compaction hoping to control the dust. But a few dry days later
the opposite begins to happen and the dirt road surface rapidly begins to break up. Although the
salts work for a period when relatively damp, they limit adhesion between fine clay particles,
actually making things worse. But hey, at least it’s free! And our poor townships love free. About
that dust.



The highlight of my day is when our grandson comes home on the schoolbus when he is
visiting. He jumps off all smiles and then here comes that dust cloud following the schoolbus,
summer or winter. It engulfs us both, covering our hair, clothes, shoes and skin. His books, his
lunchbox, his backpack. He has just gained a new travelling companion, Radioactivity. | wear it
constantly too. Every time | crawl under a vehicle to work on it the dust clumps are in my eyes,
in my mouth, in my nose and ears. The radioactivity is on me...everywhere | go. And now it may
be your travelling companion as well. We just don’t, but | think | do.

But there is a simple reason why we are spreading this radioactive waste, why we are injecting
it, why we are burying it, why we are dumping it in dry creekbeds west of the 95th meridian. It's
because there is just too damn much of the stuff to treat safely and still make obscene profits for
the energy billionaires. So instead of treating the problem we exempted it through the Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act, 50 years ago!

But we can begin to correct these mistakes through your affirmative support for SB329. Ladies
and Gentlemen, we are looking to you for that leadership, Now!

Thank You.
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