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Chairman Schaffer, Vice Chairman Koehler, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and 
members of the Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee: 

On behalf of the Ohio NAACP, and as Chair of our Environmental Climate Justice Committee, I 
urge you to support and advance Senate Bill 329—a bill that will safeguard the health, 
environment, and rights of all Ohioans by prohibiting the surface application of oil and gas brine 
waste on our roads and highways. 

This is not merely a matter of policy – it is a matter of equity, health, and respect for Ohio’s 
communities. 

 

Why This Bill Matters: 

1. Brine Road Spreading is a Public Health Hazard 

Scientific evidence—summarized in The Compendium of Scientific, Medical, and Media 
Findings Demonstrating Risks and Harms of Fracking and Associated Gas and Oil 
Infrastructure—shows that oil and gas brine contains toxic chemicals, heavy metals, volatile 
organic compounds (VOCs), and radioactive materials such as radium-226 and radium-228. 
These substances are linked to cancer, neurological, cardiovascular, and endocrine disorders.i 

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources recently tested brine from 107 wells across Ohio and 
found every sample too radioactive for legal discharge.ii The Ohio Department of Health warned 
against using oil and gas brine as de-icers due to increased risk of radiation exposure.iii Peer-
reviewed research from Penn State University further demonstrates that brine does not work as 
an effective dust suppressant but does degrade road integrity—making its public safety 
justification wholly unsubstantiated.iv 

2. Disproportionate Impact on Minority and Low-Income Communities 

The NAACP firmly recognizes that environmental hazards like brine spreading are not 
distributed evenly. Minority and low-income Ohioans disproportionately live closest to the roads 
and regions where brine spreading occurs, often in rural, peri-urban, and industrial areas. Many 
residents in these communities depend on well water and private sources, which are highly 
vulnerable to contamination from brine runoff and infiltration. 

Our communities are more likely to experience health impacts, less likely to have resources for 
remediation, and historically excluded from environmental policy decisions. This is a clear 
violation of environmental justice and amplifies persistent racial and class disparities in health 



outcomes—a position grounded in extensive environmental justice literature and NAACP’s own 
Fossil Fuel Foolery and Coal Blooded reports.v, vi 

3. Regulatory and Testing Gaps 

Oil and gas brine is not consistently tested for radioactive isotopes, VOCs, or “Forever 
Chemicals” (PFAS/PFOS/PFOA etc.) before being spread on our roads. Regulatory loopholes 
allow hazardous waste to be used under the guise of “beneficial use,” circumventing all common 
standards of transparency, safety, and environmental protection. 

Both the Ohio Department of Transportation and the Ohio Turnpike Commission have 
discontinued the use of oil and gas brine as road de-icer, setting a clear precedent that 
communities and the state should follow.vii The Ohio Farmers Union supports SB 329, 
recognizing that safer, plant-based alternatives can meet dust control and de-icing needs without 
exposing our people, soil, and water to industrial waste. 

4. Environmental Harms and Risks 

Brine spreading results in: 

 Surface and groundwater contamination, threatening drinking water; 

 Soil degradation, reducing crop yields and impacting agricultural livelihoods; and, 

 Toxic dust exposure for residents and road workers, carrying radioactivity and 
carcinogens 

The Compendium, referenced earlier, shows unequivocally that these impacts result in 
measurable increases in disease, cancer risk, loss of biodiversity, and economic harm—especially 
among historically marginalized populations. 

5. Opportunity for Equity and Sustainability 

The passage of SB 329 represents a move toward equitable environmental protection. It aligns 
Ohio with best practices recommended by the Physicians for Social Responsibility, Concerned 
Health Professionals of NY, the Science and Environmental Health Network, and our own state 
agencies. It encourages the development and adoption of safer alternatives—like plant-based 
deicers produced by Ohio farmers—which support our agricultural economy and our health. 

 

Conclusion 

Environmental racism manifests when policies allow hazardous waste to disproportionately 
burden Black, Brown, and poor communities. SB 329 is a clear opportunity to correct this 
injustice, safeguard public health, and protect our land for future generations. On behalf of the 



Ohio NAACP, I urge you to protect Ohioans and stand for equity, health, and science - pass SB 
329 without delay. 

To be clear: No Ohioan should be subjected to radioactive, carcinogenic, and chemically 
hazardous waste in the name of convenience. Our roads must not be dumping grounds for 
toxic pollution. 

Thank you for your attention, your commitment to justice, and your service to all Ohioans. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Justin Thompson 
Environmental Climate Justice Committee Chair 
Ohio NAACP 
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