
 
February 16, 2026 
 
Dear Chairman Schaffer, Vice Chairman Koehler, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson and 
members of the Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on SB 329, the bill to ban spreading 
oil and gas waste from conventional oil wells on roads. 
 
As a native Ohioan and mother of two young children, I urge you to please instate this 
ban as the stakes are too high not to. It is a public health and mental health problem to 
live in a state that allows radioactive material to be spread as a dust suppressant and 
deicer. We know, based on the Ohio Department of Natural Resources sampling of 
brine from 107 wells in 26 different counties, that oil and gas waste is too radioactive to 
discharge into the environment, according to the Ohio Administrative Code. And yet it is 
not only possible but currently legal for counties and private businesses to do so. 
Particularly in the winter, I worry constantly that my kids are walking in areas where 
radioactive deicer has been spread—and the fear isn’t an idle one as long as you 
continue to allow this practice. I worry about exposure to radioactive material on their 
shoes. I worry about them ingesting it if they lick or eat snow. (If you have children or 
grandchildren, you know how impossible it is to prevent their ingesting it entirely.) And if 
you’re tempted to dismiss this as the inexpert perspective of an overly concerned 
parent, consider the Ohio Department of Health’s 2022 study that recommended 
against the use of deicers derived from oil and gas waste brine due to “the increased 
levels of human exposure to radiation.” 
 
While I know ODOT has discontinued the use of spreading this waste, how do I know 
what private entities in my community may be using this? Does the company that clears 
the church we attend use it? It’s possible. How about when I travel to another Ohio 
county and we walk through a parking lot? Is it reasonable to expect citizens to trace all 
these locations and discover what products they’re using? No. We need a ban to ensure 
Ohioans aren’t in contact with radioactive waste.  
 
I trust that in your looking into the issue, you will discover research that shows oil and 
gas waste applied to roadways is ineffective. Others will likely raise your awareness that 
oil and gas waste is not tested for contents of Volatile Organic Compounds and 
radionuclides before it is spread on roadways. While I wish to amplify these excellent 
points, I hope your main takeaway from my testimony is a plea to protect Ohioans—to 
protect our children—from this indiscriminate spreading of waste. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
Elizabeth Moes 
 
 



 


